
 

Present Participles & Gerunds (Set 1) 

  1. Complete the sentences with the -ing form of the verbs. 

Identify if they are gerunds or present participle. 

 a. I enjoy ______________ (read) books before bed. _____________________ 

b. ______________ (swim) in the ocean is my favourite summer activity. _____________________ 

c. The ______________ (cry) baby was soothed by her mother. _____________________ 

d. She was ______________ (study) for her final exams when I called her. _____________________ 

e. We watched the ______________ (flow) river for hours. _____________________ 

f. ______________ (travel) around the world is something I dream of doing. _____________________ 

 
2. Complete the sentences using the verbs in the box. Show whether it’s a present 

participle or a gerund. 

  dancing barking waking crying  

 reading laughing jogging looking  

 
a. Renee loves looking up at the ______________ stars. _____________________ 

b. She enjoys ______________ at parties. _____________________ 

c. The ______________ child needs attention. _____________________ 

d.  ______________ before bed helps me relax. _____________________ 

e. The ______________ dog kept me awake all night. _____________________ 

f. Paula loves ______________ along the beach with her dog. _____________________ 

g. They were ______________ loudly at the comedian's jokes. _____________________ 

h. I hate ______________ up early on weekends. _____________________ 

 
3. Is the underlined verb a gerund or a present participle? 

Explain how you know by describing its role. 

a. Running in the morning helps me stay fit. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

b. The students are reading their books right now. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

c. Matty found the missing key under the couch. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
  



 

Present Participles & Gerunds (Set 1) Answers 

  1. Complete the sentences with the -ing form of the verbs. 

Identify if they are gerunds or present participle. 

 a. I enjoy reading (read) books before bed. gerund 

b. Swimming (swim) in the ocean is my favourite summer activity. gerund 

c. The crying (cry) baby was soothed by her mother. present participle 

d. She was studying (study) for her final exams when I called her. present participle 

e. We watched the flowing (flow) river for hours. present participle 

f. Travelling (travel) around the world is something I dream of doing. gerund 

 
2. Complete the sentences using the verbs in the box. Show whether it’s a present 

participle or a gerund. 

  dancing barking waking crying  

 reading laughing jogging looking  

 
a. Renee loves looking up at the shining stars. present participle 

b. She enjoys dancing at parties. gerund 

c. The crying child needs attention. present participle 

d.  Reading before bed helps me relax. gerund 

e. The barking dog kept me awake all night. present participle 

f. Paula loves jogging along the beach with her dog. gerund 

g. They were laughing loudly at the comedian's jokes. present participle 

h. I hate waking up early on weekends. gerund 

 
3. Is the underlined verb a gerund or a present participle? 

Explain how you know by describing its role. 

a. Running in the morning helps me stay fit. 

Gerund- ‘running’ is acting as a noun because it is the subject of the sentence. 

b. The students are reading their books right now. 

Present participle- ‘reading’ is working with the auxiliary verb ‘are’ to form present 
continuous tense. 

c. Matty found the missing key under the couch. 

Present participle- ‘missing’ is describing the noun ‘key’, and therefore acting as an 
adjective. 
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